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GET THIS STUFF (IT’S ALL REQUIRED):
NOTE ON TEXTS: This is an OER (Open Educational Resources)
course, which means you are not required to buy a textbook. I will supply
links, handouts, and pdfs from various resources on our course site. No need
to buy books. You’re welcome. Now get all the stuff in the supply list!
GET THESE SUPPLIES:
•

to
•

Black and white composition notebook that you swear on your life
to bring to every class. EVERY CLASS.
24 box of Crayons (you can go cheap, but I recommend Crayola.
Treat yourself! BRING EVERY CLASS)

•

Papermate black flair pens (you’ll need 3-4. Bring one to EVERY

+

CLASS)
•

Either a non-photo blue pencil or another nice pencil with eraser
for drawing.

•

LARGE Glue stick (I find the larger ones work best. Also purple is
stickier!)

•

Scissors (Small or full size, but you will need to bring them to class
sometimes!)

•

A few sheets of 11X17 cardstock and copy paper to do visual
assignments and drafts of them.

•

A kit of multicolored clay (ALEX toys or Sculpey on Amazon or any
store that carries basic art supplies.)

•

A watercolor paint set (like you had in elementary school) with the
brush included.

•

Magazines/clippings of pics and text from the internet in COLOR
and in B&W—you can get color copies for 4 credits of CCNY B&W
copies.

recomposition
re·com·pose

re′com·po·si′tion (rē′kŏm-pə-zĭsh′ən) n.

(rē′kəm-pōz′) tr.v. re·com·posed, re·com·pos·ing, re·com·pos·es

1. To compose again; reorganize or rearrange.

2. To restore to composure; calm

=

!

COURSE OBJECTIVE:
The purpose of this course is to explore ways to compose, decompose, and then recompose
ideas, points of view, thoughts, and arguments into different shapes, mediums, and genres.
This is the beginning of an exploration of our central focus for the semester:
HOW DO WE PLAY IN WAYS THAT ACCESS OUR WRITING VOICE?
We will use a variety of methods—reading and writing, yes, but also drawing, coloring and
painting, acting, making films, and other ways you will help me think of to articulate what
we call your rhetorical point of view. That is a fancy way of saying what you see in the world,
how you see it, and how you share what you see with the rest of us.
I want you to use all channels of literacy at your disposal—reading, written, visual,
play…not every way we choose to explore will appeal to you, and that’s okay. Try it anyway.
It’s required.  Also, you may grow in ways you didn’t expect, find new avenues of
expression, and all of these exercises will help us get at the best way to present your ideas.
I’m hoping there will be something here for everyone. Some of the methods we use may
seem silly to you, and that’s okay, too. Trust that they are pointing you toward serious goals.
Our class motto will be: Ridiculous Methods, Serious Learning!
PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A HYBRID SECTION OF ENGL 11000: What is a hybrid
course? Half our classes will be Face to Face (F2F) and Half will be online
(Blackboard=Bb) We will always maintain awkward eye contact, even online. 
First-Year Composition Mission Statement
First-year composition courses at CCNY teach writing as a recursive and frequently collaborative process of invention,
drafting, and revising. Writing is both personal and social, and students should learn how to write for different purposes
and audiences. Since writing is a process of making meaning and communicating, FYC teachers respond mainly to the
content of students’ writing as well as to recurring surface errors. Students should expect frequent written and oral
responses on the content of their writing from their teachers and peers. Classes rely heavily on a workshop format.
Instruction emphasizes the connection between writing, reading, and critical thinking; students should give thoughtful,
reasoned responses to the readings. Both reading and writing are the subjects of class discussions and workshops, and
students are expected to be active participants in the classroom community. Learning from each other will be a large part
of the classroom experience.
Course Learning Outcomes









Explore and analyze, in writing and reading, a variety of genres and rhetorical situations.
Develop strategies for reading, drafting, collaborating, revising, and editing.
Recognize and practice key rhetorical terms and strategies when engaged in writing situations.
Engage in the collaborative and social aspects of writing processes.
Understand and use print and digital technologies to address a range of audiences.
Locate research sources (including academic journal articles, magazine and newspaper articles) in the library’s
databases or archives and on the Internet and evaluate them for credibility, accuracy, timeliness, and bias.
Compose texts that integrate your stance with appropriate sources using strategies such as summary, critical
analysis, interpretation, synthesis, and argumentation.
Practice systematic application of citation conventions.

ASSIGNMENTS (I will give you assignment sheets with more details as we go):
•

•

THE NOTEBOOK (30%) –This will be your new BFF for the semester—in it, you will
take notes, draw, doodle, collect pictures, spew your day or your week, and you will
write most of your essay drafts in it. ALWAYS BRING YOUR NOTEBOOK TO CLASS.
Always bring your crayons and drawing pencil, too! I’ve based this notebook on
Lynda Barry’s work, which is amazing. You will write down things you hear/overhear
and create a comic character to respond to your observations and readings
throughout the semester, as well as a variety of other activities. I will give you a
separate sheet with the various notebook assignments.

PARTICIPATION IN CLASS AND ON BLACKBOARD, CLASS CONDUCT (UNICORN ATTITUDE), IN-CLASS
AND BB ASSIGNMENTS, AND GRAMMAR/STYLE/STRUCTURE BOOT CAMPS (10%) – see POLICIES &
PROCEDURES

PLEASE NOTE: This is a hybrid course, so half of our classes will take place on Blackboard. I have tried to
indicate as clearly as possible due dates and where to post things, although I will also email you and post
Blackboard announcements with any updates as we go.
I cannot emphasize enough how critical it is that you participate in class. Blackboard counts as class! We
will read, draw, write a LOT, and possibly engage in interpretative dance together. It all counts.
•

PERSONAL NARRATIVE PORTFOLIO (20%) – A series of assignments, including a visual project, and a 34 page essay exploring a personal narrative that has shaped and influenced your life. You will finish
with a 1-2 page reflection on your assignment.

•

RESEARCH PROJECT (20%) – A 7-8 page paper will build on the topic of your personal narrative essays,
providing the reader not only useful information, but also developing and expressing your opinion on
the topic. This paper will include additional research and a visual assignment. You will finish with a 23 page reflection on your assignment and a presentation in class. (Total 9-11 pages + visual project)

•

•

FINAL PORTFOLIO WITH REFLECTION (20%) – A final portfolio you will complete in WordPress
highlighting the main points of your work over the semester, with analysis of what methods were
most effective, what you learned and would do differently, and how you met or still need to grow into
the Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs.)

FORMAT FOR ASSIGNMENTS: All final drafts of essay assignments must be typed in 12-point Times New
Roman or similar font. They should be double-spaced, with 1” margins and numbered pages. They must have
headings with your name, the course name and number, my name, the assignment, and the date. Submit
them to me by sharing them through Google Docs with my Gmail (klemons1@gmail.com) with the email
subject line “Last name, First Name, Assignment Name, (Draft—pirate or ninja).
For papers with citations, they should be in MLA format, which is described on Purdue OWL. All other
assignments will be by crayon, scribbled on scraps of paper and stapled into your notebook, cut and pasted
into collages, and other visual assignments. For your portfolio, you will create a website of all your work in
WordPress.
Submitting: When rough or final drafts of essay assignments are due, please bring in the required number of
hard copies for peer review/workshop. DO NOT BE LATE OR MISS ASSIGNMENTS. LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL
BE PENALIZED BY A LETTER GRADE IF NOT SUBMITTED BY THE CLASS IN WHICH THEY ARE DUE.

